
The standards have been derived from National Planning Policy Guidance (PPG's), in particular
PPG3 (Housing) and PPG13 (Transport), as well as Regional Planning Guidance for the North
West.  As the standards also cover parking for disabled people, cyclists and motorcyclists, other
relevant documents have also been taken into account including the National Cycling Strategy
and the Department of Transport publication, "Parking for Disabled People" (Traffic Advice
Leaflet 5/95, April 1995).  It should be noted, however, that some changes have been made
from the above in the light of consultations undertaken.

The standards are not attached to this Local Plan in an adopted form, to be used by all Authorities
across Greater Manchester without change. The aim is to create a common framework to
provide uniformity amongst Greater Manchester Districts. They are thus to be used as a
reference point to enable Districts to apply their own interpretation to suit local needs. This
may be particularly relevant as Districts formulate proposals for inclusion in their Local
Development Frameworks. Thus the Greater Manchester Parking Standards do not prevent
the application of tighter standards for car parking as standards for car parking are expressed
as a maximum.  Local Authorities therefore have the flexibility to introduce tighter, area specific,
car parking standards where they so wish.  Indeed, for such areas it is anticipated that the level
of parking provision would be significantly lower than the permissible maximum.  A more
restrictive tier of parking standards for town centre locations and areas of good public transport
accessibility has been avoided to allow Districts such flexibility.

No standards are included for residential development. This supports the National and Regional
approach set out in PPG3 and Regional Planning Guidance for the North West.  Greater
Manchester Local Authorities should, however, define areas for which maximum parking
standards for residential developments are appropriate to result in an average of 1.5 off-street
spaces per dwelling, inclusive of garage spaces, throughout the development plan area and
over the lifetime of the development plan.

The application of minimum standards for disabled, cycling and motorcycle parking provision
may cause particular problems for very small developments.  A small corner shop or office, for
example, could be required to provide 3 disable parking bays, 2 cycle parking spaces and some
additional provision for motorcycle parking. This level of provision would be onerous, and in
some cases undesirable in design terms. The problem could be overcome by the introduction
of thresholds below which the standards would not apply, but this would result in conflict with
national standards (particularly for disabled parking provision). Therefore, authorities should
maintain flexibility in their approach to this matter allowing applicants to negotiate and agree
with the local planning authority an appropriate level of parking provision either on site, off site,
or through the improvement of existing public car parks.

In the case of cycle parking, design standards have been drafted, which also offer advice on
the siting and design of secure long and short stay facilities. These Cycle Parking Guidelines
can be found on www.gmltp.co.uk
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